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ILLUSTRATION BY TRAVIS LOUIE

E D I T O R S ’  N O T E : 
T H I S  S E C T I O N  SHOULD NOT BE READ BY 

ADULTS (OR CAT PEOPLE)

DOGS RULE!
CATS  DROOL*

*BUT IF 
YOU LIKE CATS, 

FLIP THE 
SECTION OVER.

For Kids



D O G S  B E G A N  T O  B E  D O M E S T I C A T E D  E V E N  B E F O R E  H U M A N S  S T A R T E D F A R M I N G  O R  I N V E N T E D  W R I T I N G .        A  D O G ’ S  N O S E  P R I N T  I S  A S  U N I Q U E

IMAGINE THAT YOU WERE designing your perfect best friends. 
What qualities would you give them? They’d have to be loyal, of 
course. Affectionate. Great listeners. They’d somehow be able to 
sense when you were feeling down. And they’d always be there 
to help you out when you were in a jam. Well, those best friends 
exist: dogs. And the reason they’re the perfect sidekicks is that 
we humans made them that way.

Pups and humans go way, way back — thousands of years back, 
in fact. That’s when some wolves, the ancestors to modern dogs, 
started hanging around humans. If you’re looking to engineer a 
companion, wolves aren’t a bad place to start. ‘‘Wolves are pack 
hunters,’’ says Angie Johnston, who studies canine cognition 
at Boston College, ‘‘and they cooperate with each other.’’ Dogs 
inherited that cooperative mentality, and now they apply it to 
their human owners. 

But it took a while to hone that human-dog bond. Over time, the 
wolves that had started hanging around humans mated with one 
another, and their families gradually became tamer and tamer. 
Humans probably protected the friendliest, most responsive 

wolves, who then produced even friendlier offspring, and so on 
and so on. And that eventually resulted in dogs that humans could 
train and love. (Turn to Page D6 to read more about how dogs 
were domesticated and bred to do all sorts of things!)

Dogs have even developed the ability to form emotional 
connections with humans. One big example: eye contact. ‘‘Eye 
contact is an important part of bonding,’’ Johnston says. When 
humans stare into the eyes of their babies, they get a rush of a 
hormone that helps create feelings of love and attachment. It turns 
out that the same thing happens when dogs and humans gaze 
into each other’s eyes. Scientists think this biological response 
was something dogs developed as they were domesticated: 
Wolves won’t even make eye contact — they interpret long stares 
as threats. (As do cats, we might add.) 

So, to recap: Our dogs today are hard-wired, through 
thousands of years of evolution, to love hanging out with us, to 
instantly understand our emotions, to connect with us and to see 
us as the center of the universe. If the bestie you’ve known since 
preschool can’t compete, what chance does a cat stand? !
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The dashing dogs above represent the staff members who put this issue together and consider themselves dog people. Woof woof! 
The New York Times for Kids appears in the paper on the last Sunday of every month. The next issue will be on April 26.

B Y  J O E L  F A G L I A N O

PAWZZLE

The crossword puzzle here — created just  
for you — has as many dog clues as we could fit  

(plus one that relates to the cat family, alas).  
It may be ruff, but we believe in you. !
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ACROSS  
1 Sound from a dog 
4 Mickey Mouse’s dog 
friend 
7 A hippogriff is half-
horse, half-___ 
8 Spool for fishing line 
9 Annoying dog bark 

DOWN  
1 How old you are 
2 Scary sound from a lion 
3 Old ___ (geezer) 
5 Cause of an itch for a 
dog 
6 Dog’s ‘‘Ouch!’’ 
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B Y  E R I N  S C H U L T E

THEY GO  
THE 

DISTANCE

Distance: Illustration by Paul Blow. Masthead: Illustration by Terri Fry Kasuba. Spot illustrations throughout from thenounproject.com: Mice by designer468; bones by Alvaro Cabrera; drool spots by Pasquale Ottaiano. 

READ  
THIS  

FIRST!

DEAR READERS, I’m typing this note to you from home, from where I will need to work for the foreseeable future because of the  
rapidly spreading coronavirus. Nearly everyone at The New York Times is now working from home — your parents may be, too, and maybe  

a sibling has been sent home from college, or your own school has closed, and now you have remote classes. There’s so much  
changing so quickly that it probably feels scary and overwhelming. We’ve had this Dogs and Cats issue in the works for a long time (several  

of you have asked for it!), and we decided to go ahead with it, because we hope it will be a welcome distraction. Whether you’re a dog  
person or a cat person, it’s a good time to appreciate our furry friends. And we’ll be back next month with more news, including coverage  

of the coronavirus. Enjoy! — Amber Williams, editor of The New York Times for Kids

PABLO, a 5-month-old mutt who lives 
in Brooklyn, is like any other puppy. 
He’s very curious. He’s very cute. And 
‘‘he likes to lick my toes!’’ says Noah 
Richman, 12, whose family adopted 
Pablo in January. But unlike other dogs, 
Pablo traveled more than 1,600 miles  
to find his new family — after being 
found on a beach in Puerto Rico 
just before a series of devastating 
earthquakes hit the island this winter.

Pablo was rescued by an organization 
called the Sato Project, whose mission 
is to find homes for Puerto Rico’s 
satos, as stray dogs are called on the 
island. Since 2011, the organization 
has rescued more than 4,000 dogs and 
found new homes for them from Florida 
to Maine. Why are the dogs flown to the 
mainland to be adopted? Supply and 
demand. Puerto Rico has more strays 
than it has families who can take care 
of them, and the East Coast has more 
people who want to adopt dogs than 
animal shelters have available. (There 
are other ‘‘rescue pipelines,’’ too, like 
organizations that move dogs from 
rural areas or Southern states to large 
Northern cities.)

There have always been a large 
number of stray dogs in Puerto Rico. 
But the number of satos increased 
sharply in 2017 after Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria. Many people evacuated 
the island, and some dogs had to be 
left behind — and started having 
puppies. This winter’s earthquakes left 
more people without homes or power 
and with fewer resources to take care 
of their pets; Chrissy Beckles, the Sato 
Project’s founder, estimates that Puerto 
Rico now has around 500,000 strays. 

Pablo and his mother and sister were  
found in December living on a beach  
in southeastern Puerto Rico. They were  
tested for diseases, had their 
vaccinations and were spayed or 
neutered. Then Pablo, along with 142 
other dogs, was put in a cozy crate  
and loaded onto a cargo plane. His crate  
had his name written on it, and 
color-coded duct tape indicated his 
destination: Morristown, N.J. 

That’s where the Richman family 
picked him up after learning about 
the Sato Project on Petfinder.com. 
Despite not being a native New Yorker, 
Pablo hasn’t had any trouble settling 
in. ‘‘People stop to pet him when we’re 
walking him,’’ Noah’s mom, Nikki, says. 
And he’s already learning how to sit on 
command. The secret? ‘‘We give him 
treats,’’ Noah says. When it comes to 
dogs, no matter where they’re from, 
some things are universal. !

ANSWERS ON PAGE D5
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