
The Maclean Secretary emails,  
2012-13 

Spring Quarter: 

Fin, 6/9/13 

10/10 would not do again, 6/2/13 

A-coodle-doodle-do, 5/26/13 

How many roads must a man walk down?, 5/20/13 

2 big 2 fail, 5/12/13 

I just got back, 5/5/13 

M’aider! M’aider!, 4/29/13 

Fe2Mg5Si8O22(OH)2, 4/22/13  

What’s the volume of a pizza with radius z and thickness a? 

Bad poetry, oh noetry, 4/8/13 

 

Winter Quarter: 

About finals week I’m teeming with a lot of news, 3/17/13 

Sleep is for the weekend, 3/10/13 

Szczesliwego Dzien Kazimierza Pułaskiego!, 3/3/13 

Seven minutes, seventh week, 2/17/13 

Conspicuous consumption, 2/10/13 

notes, redux 

Letter from a Maclean Dorm Room, 1/20/13 

Words, words, words, 1/13/13 

 

Fall Quarter: 

Have a lickable finals week, 12/9/12 

Tenth week plagues, 12/2/12 

Number nine, number nine, number nine…, 11/25/12 

I’m thankful for the two extra days to do homework, 11/18/12 

In breaking news, midterm season hasn’t ended yet, 11/11/12 

Everything is magical, especially House Meeting. 11/4/12 

Hyperglycemia is pretty sweet, 10/28/12 

Who has a midterm on Friday? I do., 10/21/12 

Since when has second week been so hard?, 10/14/12 

Help support Tocquevillian democracy! 



 

Fin, 6/9/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Jun 9, 2013 at 11:17 PM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

As always, I'll try not to take up too much of your time on this eve of finals week.   
 
There was no house meeting tonight!  A few reminders about moving out: 

 If you're not graduating, check out by 3pm on Saturday, June 15. 

 Clear out your kitchen cubbies and your food from the fridges. 

 Somehow fit the contents of your room into 5 boxes, and take it down to the storage 
room. 

 Put the stuff you don't want in the collection boxes--household items and gently used 
clothing only, please. 

There may be study breaks every day this week--but then again, I'm extrapolating from ~8 
data points.  
 

I believe several toasts are in order. 
 
To Karissa, Yee, Ellie, Ben, Bodow, Ramsey, Caroline, Cat, Gabe, and Brendan--You 
made it; you're done.  CONGRATULATIONS!  BE FREE!  GRADUATING IS CRUISE 
CONTROL FOR COOL. Tell us what it's like out there in the real world.  (If I missed anyone, 
my greatest apologies and congratulations!  If I included you erroneously...well, sorry!) 

To Quinn and Will--you guys have helped make Maclean the winning-est dorm I could ever 
ask for.  Keep on doing great things!  

To Pierce Tower: Pierce is dead. Long live Pierce.   
 
To the rest of us: good luck on finals, I guess. 
 
 
It's truly been a pleasure to serve as your Secretary this past year--it takes forbearance to 
suffer through my puns and lame jokes week after week.  Have a superlative summer, stay in 
school, don't get too crazy.   

Signing out, 

Chelsea "Wait, I'm still a first-year, right?" Leu 
 

 
 



10/10 would not do again, 6/2/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Jun 2, 2013 at 11:10 PM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

Dear readers,  

Some of you may know that my emails have earned me a secret admirer.  Yeah, that's 
right.  The very words that you are now reading make somebody's knees go weak and faint 
like some light-headed Victorian. #MOJO 
 
MYSTERIOUS CRUSHER TELL ME WHO YOU ARE 

In other news, 10th week sucks. 

 
If you see strangers roaming our halls from 4-5:30 on Friday, don't worry.  They're just 
alumni.   
 
End of year stuff:  
If you're not graduating, check out by 3pm on Saturday, June 15, or you'll get fined per hour. 
Checking out's a little different this time: you have to return all your keys, and your ID will get 
deactivated. 
Danielle suggests you leave early because Hyde Park gets pretty crazy around graduation. 
 
The kitchen will be shut down sometime during finals week.  Remember to clear out your 
cubbies and your food from the fridges. 
 
In terms of storing your stuff, you can buy boxes and tape downstairs (near Charmaine's 
desk) at some point to be announced.  The storage room (entrance is in the game room) will 
be open for certain hours, also to be posted.  Your task is to somehow fit the contents of your 
room into 5 boxes, if you're living in Maclean next year, because that's all the space you get. 
Start packing early!  This part is worse than finals. 

If you've got things you just don't want anymore, there will be collection boxes for Goodwill or 
something, put out Friday up until the end of finals week.  They accept household items and 
gently used clothing. 
 
Don't send your mail to Maclean over the summer; you're never going to get it back. 
 
John says the dishes are back in the kitchen now.  So are the ants.  Don't leave food out, 
please.  Also, Daniel and Julian cleaned the kitchen out of the goodness of their hearts.  
 
The WIMPs are Alexa and Lex for sacrificing their fabulous hair to the cause of IM sports.   
 
Jessee's beautiful poster won us money!  Also her art in Sliced Bread was great, too--you 
should all check it out. 

Will is potentially leading a trip to the Point next weekend!  
 
It don't mean a thing if it ain't got that sing: 
The inaugural performance of the Undergraduate Women's Ensemble is this Wednesday at 
7:30!  It's in the Logan Performance Penthouse (9th floor).  Quinn, Alexandra, and Maria will 

https://www.facebook.com/UChicagoCrushes/posts/533059853421444
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpmy1BeMVRw


be singing! 
 
The Ransom Notes also have a concert on Friday, at 6pm.  There will be food, and a raffle, 
and it's Game of Thrones themed.  Go watch Ben, Omar, Jack and De'Andre!.   

If that's not enough singing for you, go to the CMAC concert, which is also on Friday, but at 
8:30pm. Go see Daniel and Henry.  Also go to their sausage fest study break tomorrow, it's 
Dean Boyer approved!  
 
 
I see you swooning over there. Stop that. 
 
Chelsea "Can't be creative, too much work" Leu 

 

 

A-coodle-doodle-do, 5/26/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, May 26, 2013 at 11:58 PM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

I'm just going to come out on a very divisive issue here and say that I'll never be a terrible 
person and pronounce "gif" as in Jif® or GOB.  Hard g for life. 
 
 
Housing has too many pictures with Brian and ramen. They're coming on Thursday from 1-3 
to take more pictures of Maclean.  They need at least ten people to model, they say. And 
they want photos of nice rooms. 

Change your addresses!  Maclean doesn't get mail in the summer and your stuff will just 
disappear. 

Moving out stuff: 
Read the signs for when you can move your stuff into the storage room, because we can't go 
in anytime else. 

The Memorial Day dinner trip is tomorrow.  It's also Memorial Day tomorrow--don't go to 
class.  The dining halls won't give us dinner. 
 
Housing also wants us to make a Maclean House Emblem.  Draw something.  Go crazy. (Not 
this crazy.)  Send it to Stephen.  No wenises.  
 
There is no WIMP this week. 
 
Thursday is Dean Boyer Appreciation Day.  Go to the Quad at 11am for bike rides, 
mustaches and the Habsburg Empire! 

FINAL COUNTDOWN: 19 more days! 

Chelsea "STEVE HOLT" Leu 
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How many roads must a man walk down?, 5/20/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, May 20, 2013 at 2:00 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

What's six times seven?  Do you know where your towel is?  I'll sass you hoopy froods next 
Saturday. 
 
Memorial Day is next Monday, so the dining halls will be closed.  Instead, we'll have trips to 
restaurants!  Which restaurant: Freddie's (in the space-time continuum?) or Cemitas 
Puebla?  Or Milliways?  It'll cost around 10-15 (Altairan?) dollars, and the Hickmans will be 
leaving at 5pm in my other car, which is also a Porsche.  If you want excitement and 
adventure and really wild things, reply to Stephen's email. 
 
Through some highly improbable means, we've reached playoffs for IM waterpolo!  WE 
NEED GIRLS TOMORROW  
 
WIMP is Quinn, the RA with the Heart of Gold, for running like, every single event at the 
track meet. 
 
Henry will be tabling outside Cobb for Run for Cover.  Go every day this week for 
CHURROS! 
 
 
Go home early this quarter.  Maybe before Thursday--I hear things get very, uh, final after 
that.  I could never get the hang of Thursdays. 
 
End of the year stuff:  

 Throw out all your trash and clean out your room, otherwise you'll be spending the 
next year dead for tax reasons (i.e, you'll get fined.  THIS IS NOT A DEATH 
THREAT).  

 The kitchen'll be closed pretty early that week, too, to allow for cleaning.  We 
apologize for the inconvenience. 

 Everyone should be out of here at 3pm (note: not noon!) on Saturday, June 15. 

 
Kitchen stuff: 

 The ineffable will of Almighty Bob (read: Facilities) has deemed us mostly harmless, 
as long as we figure out how to turn off the burner.  I know, it involves some pretty 
deep thought.   

 The motor for the blender seems to have fooped out of existence.  We'd like it to wop 
back, please. 

 
And now for a taste of Total Perspective: 26 more days of school left!  
 
 
Weeeeelaaaaah!, 
 
Chelsea "Here I am, brain the size of a planet" Leu 

 

http://freddieson31st.com/
http://www.cemitaspuebla.com/index.htm
http://www.cemitaspuebla.com/index.htm


 

2 big 2 fail, 5/12/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, May 13, 2013 at 12:49 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

So you may have heard by now that, as if by some occult hand, our conglomerate Scav 
team, BroStoMP FM, has won an unprecedented FIRST PLACE.  This is practically historic, 
because not only has MacPierce never won first in the history of its existence, but we're the 
first team in 15 years to have won that wasn't Snitchcock, BJ or Max P.   

We nudged out BJ for the lead (Snitchcock in third--just deformis now, amirite?) by a mere 
margin of 10 points.  
So if you cheered on bemused runners on Lake Shore, or participated in the making of any of 
the completely hilarious videos, if you deciphered, constructed, drew erotic images on d20s, if 
you got Pizza Hut to honor a 15-year old promotion, if you trainwashed an adorably janky 
item, if you sang or played an instrument or even created a friggin' instrument, if you donated 
your lint or library card or copies of Doing Honest Work in College--guess what?  It all 
mattered.  (Except if you did a 9 point item like me.  If anyone wants to see that Hindenburg 
flipbook, it's in my room.) 

It's been an amazing four days.   
 
Now if you'll excuse me, I'm going to collapse on my bed and sleep forever. 
 

ONE MORE YEAR, 

Chelsea "Twirling, twirling, twirling towards freedom!" Leu 
 

 

I just got back, 5/5/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, May 6, 2013 at 12:15 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

Sorry guys I am a terrible secretary and I cannot lie.  You other brothers can't deny that I 
totally didn't show up to house council meeting OR house meeting.  You may feel free to turn 
around, stick it out, and shake your heads in shame. 
 
 
Tuesday is a very, very important day.  Sure, it's the Housing Lottery.  But it's also the 11th 
anniversary of...well, you've probably already figured it out.   
 
So yeah, Housing Lottery.  It's this Tuesday, May 7th at 8:30pm in the Assembly Room, and 
everyone who'd rather stay and play next year should be there or have a trusted proxy 
there.  Don't be late.  And if you're not staying next year, you simply don't sign the pink 
contract card.  When it comes to rooms, Cosmo ain't got nothing to do with my selection.   

Now here's my scandal: apparently this whole "leaving on the stove for hours at a time" thing 
is actually a recurring problem.  (This is kind of bad because at some point we actually 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SP_9zH9Q44o


could've had a fire, and if our sprinkler system gets sprung, well, we're not getting reimbursed 
for any of our damaged stuff.) Well, Facilities ain't down with that. They've decided to keep 
the kitchen locked at night.   
  
In lighter news, there will be a trip sometime in the next few weeks to see the second (double 
up!) Star Trek movie at Harper Theatre.  All expenses paid, and you'll be accompanied by 
the ever-enthused Scott Kominers.  He ain't that average groupie. 

Angus is WIMP.  Because even white boys got to shout. 
 
Dining thinks they can buy our trust back by giving us study breaks every day this week 
(starting Tuesday).  But my anaconda don't want none unless you got buns, hon. 
 
And finally, a personal plug for that most venerated of UChicago traditions, the ever-janky, 
sometimes-adorable SCAV.  As members of Maclean House, we're part of the terrifyingly 
round, and big, and brand-spankin'-new conglomerate BroStoMP FM.  The madness kicks off 
this Wednesday night, when we'll gather in our headquarters (TANSTAAFL, hopefully), and 
then storm Ida Noyes en masse where the official List Release will take place.  Then we'll 
scav 'til the break of dawn, baby. 
 
Oh yeah, and a happy 195th birthday to our dear friend (Sir) Marx(-a-lot).   

DORSUM, 

Chelsea "Oh, my, god, Becky" Leu 
 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, May 6, 2013 at 12:19 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

I'M SORRY GUYS I MEANT 21 I CAN'T DO MATH  
  

 

 

M'aider! M'aider!, 4/29/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Apr 29, 2013 at 1:59 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

Rumor has it that the Communist party will be on Wednesday at noon at 5828 South 
University Avenue.  Be there or be bourgeois. 

 
Donate your precious worker's blood for the glorious cause of Scav.   

We want to use the Assembly Room to actually show movies. (Matt Lee fix the speakers 
help)  Let's call it a tragedy of the common rooms. 
 
We've discovered that Mayclean Day was scheduled during Scav, so we're moving it to next 
weekend.  It'll be Saturday, May 4, at 3pm.  We'll be given free food (barbeque at 6), but we'll 
be playing lawn games, listening to special garden music, and lounging in our preppiest togs. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/220400128084858/


I feel alienated from my labor already.   

Newly-elected Birthday Czar Julian declares an emergency birthday party for those of us 
who have summer birthdays, and those unlucky people who had birthdays during the Time of 
Troubles.  Everyone who didn't have a birthday then must watch the lucky people happily eat 
cake.  That's class oppression right there.  Respond to his Facebook post for when you want 
cake!   
 
Quinn and Ben R. know more about what happened in IM sports this week than De'Andre 
does.  WIMP of the Week is Henry Stone, mightier even than the united masses of the 
proletariat. 
 
Want to see commodity fetishism in action?  Go see the Iron Man 3 premiere on Thursday at 
9pm--but give Lex money by Tuesday, first. 
 

Workers, unite! 
 
Chelsea "Struggling with my classes" Leu 

 

 

Fe2Mg5Si8O22(OH)2, 4/22/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Apr 22, 2013 at 1:41 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

Yeah, I'm mature. 
 
Happy Earth Day!   Here are some words from a humble geoscience major:   
 

There was some talc of going on a tourist tour of Chicago (Millennium Park, dinner at Flat 
Top, the works.) 
 
Prosps to Jenni for being an awesome PSAC rep--we totally out-clast the other houses. 
 
It's Staff Appreciation Week next week, so be gneiss and appreciate them!  

THIS IS A MESSAGE FROM BIG BOSS SEND BIG BOSS YOUR MAILBAUXITE NUMBERS 
BIG BOSS OUT 

Fun stuff: 
Saturday, April 27 at 7pm: Splash into Love! Shelby will be for shale, so everyone should bid 
on her. 
Saturday, May 4: Wanna be tuff?  Go on the paintball trip to basalt your friends!  Don't flintch. 
Saturday, May 11: Mayclean Day--conglomerate with your housemates for fun games, 
barbeque, and hors d'oeuvres (and wear dark clothes you don't mind getting covered in 
flour.) 
Well, shist: Lex says that she can't pumice us anything for the Iron Man 3 premiere because 
Disney has suspended pre-sale tickets. 
 
IM Minion De'Andre announces that sports had a bit of a rocky start, but our WIMP is the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_of_Troubles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_of_Troubles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwZV0vl7GiE
https://www.google.com/


ever-modest Navid, whose thank-you speech was chert and sweet. 

Important things about the Lottery (a guide to avoid getting stoned): 
 
The lottery is Tuesday, May 7th at 8:30pm. Be on time. 
We will get pink contract cards.  Sign those, but only if you're absolutely sure you want to live 
here.  If you want to live here, you must sign.  Do not loess them, because the housing 
office won't replace them, even if you gravel at their feet.  Tape them to the back of your door 
if you must. 
Once you give your card to the Hickmans during the Lottery, you've made a permianently 
binding contract that will be very, very hard (~9 on the Mohs scale) to get out of. 
 
If you can't make the Lottery, find a proxy (that you trust) and tell them what room(s) you 
want, though you silt have to sign it. 

If your plans are still undergoing metamorphosis, remember that when you enter your second 
year and beyond, you pay more because we have singles.  You're still bound to the meal plan 
if you stay in housing (I know, it's wacke), and our house table is slated to be in Bartlett next 
year. 
 
IF you are under the age of 18, your parents have to sign your card AND send a letter to the 
housing office.    
IF you want to polar wander to another dorm in housing, sign the card and go to the general 
housing lottery.   
 
At the Lottery itself, there will be big maps of Maclean set up, so we can all see the formation 
of the rooms for next year--don't take it for granite that you'll get the same room.   
 
Chelsea "My name is mud" Leu 

PS: Sorry. 
 

 

What's the volume of a pizza with radius z and thickness 
a? 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Apr 15, 2013 at 12:08 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

Those of you who were turned off by my email last week ("They were painful to read"--Matt 
Lee) will surely be delighted to note that April is not only National Poetry Month, but also 
Mathematics Awareness Month.  I'm not even kidding. 

In honor of this momentous occasion, special guests Alex Becker and Hall Liu will be 
administering the notes this week, attached for your edutainment.  I can promise you that 
they are at least much more succinct than I am. Comprehensible?  I leave that for you to 
decide.   

Chelsea "Still not a math major" Leu 
 

 

http://sites.middlebury.edu/individualandthesociety/files/2010/09/jackson_lottery.pdf
http://www.mathaware.org/index.html


Bad poetry, oh noetry, 4/8/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Apr 8, 2013 at 5:43 AM 
To: "maclean@lists.uchicago.edu" <maclean@lists.uchicago.edu> 

April brings showers  
But it's Poetry Month, too! 
Why am I still up?  
 
-- 

Meaghan stands in Stephen's stead 
A role she can't quite match. 
She doesn't have an accent 
and she lacks a creeper 'stache. 
 
-- 

If fun is what you seek, then look no more, 
See Jenni if you'd be a prospie's host. 
Perhaps as Matt and I in days of yore, 
you'll win at Zoe's Roommate Game (almost!)  

Want class? You'll hear Ravel and Falla played 
by CSO, Paloma, wear a tux? 
Instead of ticket prices higher paid, 
Wait Wait Don't Tell Me--only twenty bucks! 

Want tougher stuff? Lex with excitement teems: 
watch Iron Man the Third at midnight drear,  
Our RAs have a taste for war, it seems: 
Will's paintball, Quinn's Assassins--cause for fear? 

So if it's fun you want, you'd better flee-- 
There's no fun at this University. 
 
-- 
 
The times are a-changin', we'll soon be at war--  
Brotet? Now it's Lex, and we've no Birthday Czar. 
 
-- 
 
Sign up for study break, Meaghan says. 
Keep our shoes out of the hallways, 
Check the list regardless of who stays, 
The bike room door should be shut--beware. 
Wires aren't in "a cord" with The Man's ways.  
But what if I don't care? 
 
-- 

There once was a fourth-year named Gabe, 



Who in Maclean one quarter stayed, 
We're in the same class, 
I sure hope I pass, 
I don't want one more failing grade.  
 
-- 

Winning's pretty cool, I guess. 
Izzy thinks so too, 
Mateo and Justin win in Spades, 
Please--that's how we do. 
 
-- 

What happens to an oven on "burn"? 

Does it make John sad 
and drive him to drink? 
Or fester like a sponge-- 
in the sink?   
Does it stink of natural gas? 
Or crust over with new life forms-- 
like an unwashed glass?  
 
Maybe it just sits 
in our humble abode. 
 
Or does it explode? 
 
-- 

Chelsea "I'm a poetaster and I know it" Leu 
 

 

About finals week I'm teeming with a lot of news, 3/17/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Mar 17, 2013 at 9:53 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

As I too am woefully unprepared for my final tomorrow morning, I won't take up too much of 
your precious time with my patter. 
 
Cheerful facts, in order categorical: 

 There will be study breaks every single day this week! 

 Remember to check out of the dorm before Saturday at noon. 

 
The luck o' the Irish to you all, and have a great break. 
 



 
Whistling all the airs from that infernal nonsense Pirates, 
 
Chelsea "I am the very model of a modern Geoscience major" Leu 

 

 

Sleep is for the weekend, 3/10/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Mar 11, 2013 at 3:43 AM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

It's 4 a.m. and what is this. 
 
Personal advertisements first, because apparently only 4 people reach the end of my emails.   

 First, go see Pirates of Penzance!  It's the Gilbert and Sullivan production this year, 
and my orchestra's playing pit for it!  It will be spectacular.  If you have ever heard me 
whistling the entirety of an operetta with astonishing accuracy, this is why.  See here 
if you're interested. 

 Second, give me money for Charmaine if you said you would and haven't yet.  

 Third, our swashbuckling Quiz Bowl team has progressed to the final round!  We 
face off against four other houses on Wednesday.  Or rather, my sister and I face off 
against each other while everyone else watches.  Jannotta's going down. 

Okay, fine, I'll do my job. 
 
Regular announcements: 

 If you want to see any of your precious money again, give Danielle your study break 
receipts.  This is it, people. 

 See Jenni's email about prospies. 

 If you want to be a "superher-O Aide," you MUST go to those meetings (happening 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday this week).   

 Will we finally get house t-shirts this year? See Aidan's forthcoming email. 

 IM Sports Rep Izzy reports that Paul single-handedly represented Maclean in the 
swim meet.  Now that's what I call a WIMP. 

We will not have a hot tub in the courtyard.   
 
Fun stuff to do: 

 Wanna be a third wheel on a date with Will and Sam?  They'll be going to a Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater production on Navy Pier, called Othello: The Remix.  If you 
want to see people laying down raps about misplaced napkins and beasts with two 
backs, that'll be $20 for 2 people.   

 If you're going on the Book of Mormon trip, get tickets from Stephen. 

 Celebrate Douglas Adams' birthday today! 

 On Thursday, eat π. 

 On Friday, try not to get stabbed by Brutus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy-gOf-_3f4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2RkvMxL2Fo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC4lOdiV2jk
http://www.gilbertandsullivanoperacompany.org/current.html
http://www.gilbertandsullivanoperacompany.org/current.html


End of quarter stuff: 

 If you're staying over spring break and need a room, find one in South. You need to 
fill out a form on the housing website, and Danielle needs to sign it by Wednesday, 
March 20. 

 Kitchen: The maintenance people have solemnly sworn that they will clean the 
fridges over break.  People who have stuff in the fridge: be warned. 

 Rooms: you know the drill.  If you don't, see that email we got from Housing. 

To sleep, perchance to dream, 
 
Chelsea "Bearing all the fardels (finals)" Leu 

 

 

Szczęśliwego Dzień Kazimierza Pułaskiego!, 3/3/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Mar 3, 2013 at 11:45 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

(Apologies to Alexandra if I butchered that.) 
 
Tomorrow (Monday) is Casimir Pulaski Day!  Casimir Pulaski was a decorated Polish general 
during the Revolutionary War.  Recommended by Ben Franklin to George Washington 
himself, he's most recognized today as "the father of the American cavalry" and a heroic 
freedom fighter.  Casimir Pulaski Day is a state holiday in Illinois, and is celebrated especially 
in Chicago (which makes me wonder why we, as the University of that city, don't get the day 
off). 
 
Nevertheless, you can celebrate in these ways: 

 Eating free, mediocre apple pie in the public freezer.  Be warned: the pie is not pre-
cooked. 

 Reflecting bitterly on the meaning of freedom, while Regxiled. 

 Finding the missing part of the blender.  It's the small part.  If you see it, talk to John 
Raihala or Stephen.  

 Listening to this song. 

 Going to see Dr. Horrible.  Josh and Daniel are in it! 

 Playing your individual IM sports, or congratulating WIMP of the Week Lex for being 
clutch! 

 Not being peppered by grapeshot and dying.  (Or, if you are still human in HvZ, not 
dying, period.) 

 
Later, you can: 

http://housing.uchicago.edu/sites/housing.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/Spring%20Interim%20Request%20Form%202013.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxu-CRK59PI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EzeW5KoPUI
http://www.facebook.com/events/258443747623355/?ref=ts&fref=ts


 Sit in on a preliminary RA interview!  If you're going to live here next year, it might be 
good to sit in as the Hickmans interview potential candidates (though space is 
limited).  Also, there will be food. 

 Get backrubs and do healthy things at Ratner on Friday of reading period. 

 Or, that same day, do the opposite of healthy--another Iron Chef contest, Pierce 
edition.  In honor of Pierce's imminent demise, contestants will create haute cuisine 
using only ingredients that Pierce has put out, à la Chopped. 

Also of note: this Tuesday, March 5th is our very own Charmaine's birthday!  We should get 
her an Edible Arrangements or something.  Email back if you're interested in chipping in or 
something! 
 
Duty calls, 
Chelsea "Ha ha, duty" Leu  

 

 
 

A Night at the Normies 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Feb 25, 2013 at 10:52 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

All right, so I might be missing something here (Paloma, did you intend to send out an 
email?), but I figure before this loses all relevance whatsoever I may as well just tell you who 
won the Normies.   
 
In terms of actual Oscars, movie stars are really awkward in front of a microphone.  Life of Pi 
wins every award except best picture, and Ang Lee is my homeboy because 
Taiwan.  Michelle Obama is live from the White House, Jennifer Lawrence falls in her 
voluminous gown but still manages to be cool, and Quentin Tarantino is um, Quentin 
Tarantino.  Also, when Meryl Streep appeared on screen, Mohamed expressed his undying 
love for her by yelling really, really loudly and then taking a picture of the screen. 
 
Anyway, for all two of you who care, the Normies went to: 
 
Best Prank on Stephen: Brian and Andrew  
Least Likely to Survive the Zombie Apocalypse: Mohamed 
Most Likely to Survive the Zombie Apocalypse: Mateo 
Worst at Cold: Sarah McConnell (incidentally, it was her birthday yesterday as well.  Happy 
birthday!) 
Best Video: Bradly's Serenade (with the generous sponsorship of Paul Sally, Jr.) 
Best at Suffering for His Craft: Brad 
Best Study Break: Holly 
WIMPiest WIMP: Nathan Hauke 
Best Smash Cry: Brian  
Eternally Nocturnal: Daniel Kassler 
Most Likely to Take Over the World: Hall 
Best Pepper Flip: Flavius 

http://www.lefthandedtoons.com/1038/


Little Miss Sunshine: Paloma 
Snappy Dresser: amazingly, a (skinny) tie between Sal and John Loeber 
Punniest Pun-Master: Nathan Hauke 
Caffieniest: Paloma 
Best Bromance: Brotet 
 
Peace out. 
 
Chelsea "I never asked for Seth MacFarlane" Leu 

 

 

Seven minutes, seventh week, 2/17/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Feb 17, 2013 at 11:12 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

House meeting was positively minute this week. 
 
During House Council meeting, Quinn wanted me to tell you that Salvation Army is selling 
fancy clothes for dirt cheap. 
 
9:03 pm:  House President Stephen calls everyone to order.  And by everyone, I mean like 
all 10 of us who are there.   
 
9:04 pm: Stephen announces that the Oscar party will be happening next Sunday.  There is 
some confusion as to the time, but Paloma sets us straight: the show will be at 7:30pm, but 
the party will start at 7pm with a drink bar.  Paloma excitedly announces from the back of the 
room that there will be mocktails for everyone!   We should also see the email she'll send out 
for Normie nominations.  And, we are all encouraged to wear formal attire is suggested (black 
tie, white tie, what have you).   
 
9:05 pm:  Apparently, we are getting a new blender for the kitchen.  Danielle tells that this 
time she's forreal going to use the Assembly Room this Friday from 7-9pm, so we shouldn't 
use it unless we want to run into strange children.  She also implores us to give her our study 
break receipts!  
 
9:06 pm:  I get a new Facebook notification.  It's Paloma Delgadillo, inviting me to a new 
Facebook event.  I browse the internet for about thirty seconds while everyone else talks 
about goats or something. 
 
9:07 pm: Quinn tells us that Souper Saturday is forreal happening this week!  We should give 
soup suggestions and recipes to her.  People shout out soup names, but nobody shouts out 
soup recipes. 
 
9:08 pm:  IM Sports Rep Izzy cannot remember what happened this week in sports.  Wait, 
now she can!  We won some things, but we lost most things. Except, we totally should have 
won those things.   WIMP of the Week and trophy are both absent, but this week it's Karissa! 
 
9:09 pm: I die watching this video courtesy of Charles, while Stephen announces that it's the 
end of house meeting.  We look around expectantly for study break.  Some people enter the 
room hopefully.  When it comes out that Henry and Nathan completely forgot to make it, 
Danielle saves the day by announcing that there will be cookies in the kitchen in about half an 

http://www.jibjab.com/view/smvfyG4Ww5jaPdD5


hour.  Exeunt. 
 
 
Live from the Assembly Room,  
 
Chelsea "All the News that's Fit to Print, and then some" Leu 

 

 

Conspicuous consumption, 2/10/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Feb 10, 2013 at 11:30 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Happy new year! I hope you all celebrated the culturally correct way: by gorging yourself on 
food.  I don't think I've consumed a single vegetable since Thursday. 
 
I wanted to send out an email last week, but I was too busy eating, and then I was watching 
Beyonce, and then the power went out. 
 
There's a lot of stuff happening this week: 

 Tuesday, February 12th: the 66th Annual Latke-Hamantash Debate is happening at 
7:30 pm in Mandel Hall!  Watch professors duke it out over which delicious Jewish 
treat is better.  Team Hamantash! 

 Wednesday, February 13th: A certain Macleaner (who shall remain anonymous) 
celebrates his birthday today. 

 Thursday, February 14th: It's Valentine's Day!  If you hunger for companionship, 
come sing your forever alone woes away in Chinatown on the karaoke trip, which is 
from 8-10pm. 

 Friday, February 15th: It's Suicide Prevention Day!  It seems appropriate that this is 
right after Valentine's Day.  If singing isn't therapeutic enough for you, you might try 
eating your sorrows away on the Fogo trip.  The price is now $25, and $20 for deposit 
people.  Our vans leave twice, and the first is at noon.  See Will's email for more 
information. 

 Sunday, February 17th: It's the Oscar party!  It'll basically be like the Super Bowl 
party, except classier.  Also, Maclean has its own awards, the venerated 
Normies.  Nominate Macleaners for such categories as "Best Bromance," "Wimpiest 
WIMP," and the perennial "Best Prank Played on Stephen McHugh."  People keep 
saying to dickpunch Stephen.  I don't really know why, but here you go.   

 
A reminder: on Tuesday, the women's bathrooms won't have water from 10am-noon, in an 
attempt to bring warm water back to those bathrooms. 
 
Quinn is making soup on Saturday.  What kind of soup do you want? 
 
If you're friends with Angela Wang on Facebook (as in, all of you), you know that sixth week 
is also Sex Week! (Sexth week?)  Register for all sorts of fabulous and informative events 
here.   
Relatedly, Alexa has abstinence kits! They contain chapstick and Lifesavers and statistics of 
the sex lives of our fellow students.  (She also has safe sex kits, but those are boring?)   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WUcKgOav0c
http://www.sexweekuchicago.com/


IM Sports Rep Izzy announces that we won some, we lost some.  WIMP of the Week is 
Nathan Hauke, but he doesn't even live here, so it's Will.  Last week's WIMP was Alexa. 
 
Good luck on midterms! 
 
Hungrily, 
 
Chelsea "Brought to you by Raspberry Ultra Drops" Leu 

 

 

notes, redux 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Jan 27, 2013 at 10:59 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

david ramsey becomes house associate in a bid to steal his old job back  
from me. in his honor, notes will be written in his inimitable style. 
 
-super bowl party next sunday at 5. come and stuff your face. also, help  
meaghan prepare the massive amounts of delicious free food that you  
get to eat later. 
-attention smashers, your couches will be moved downstairs. why they've  
decided to do this now, i have no idea. 
-want to host a prospie? want to be an emergency host? email jenni. 
-party in danielle's apartment on friday, but we're not invited, so don't  
make any plans to use the assembly room. 
-kitchen czars talk about what they always talk about. clean the drains. 
-sports sports sports sports sports sports sports sports sports sports  
sports sports sports sports sports sports  
-wimp of the week is sara mohr. 
-if you want to be an RA, go to an informational meeting, because you have to. 
 
http://i.imgur.com/Za1EO.gif 

 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Jan 27, 2013 at 11:21 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

-one more thing: i don't mean to toot my own horn, but ramsey and i and  
another former macleaner yadav totally won at quiz bowl just now.  i guess  
this is what happens when you play ihc quiz bowl for three years running. 

 

 
 
 

Letter from a Maclean Dorm Room, 1/20/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Jan 21, 2013 at 12:22 AM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

http://i.imgur.com/Za1EO.gif


Thanks to the awe-inspiring work of Martin Luther King, Jr., we have a long weekend!  Don't 
go to class tomorrow.  (And really don't be like me and think that you had class today.) 
 
Stuff happening:  

 Sunday, February 3rd: Super Bowl party.  Come for the free Izze, stay for the 
commercials.  And Beyonce. 

 Thursday, February 14th: Valentine's Day karaoke trip, email Stephen if you're 
interested.  If you have to be alone, at least you can be alone with other people.   

 Friday, February 15th: FOGO trip!  Fogo de Chao, for the uninitiated, is a Brazilian 
steakhouse that's normally more expensive than I'll ever be able to afford.  But 
through the generosity of HARC, we get to take ravening UChicago students there for 
the low low price of $20 or so each.  Go for 
MMMMMMEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTT and a surprisingly good 
salad bar.  I might be going for the Brazilian cheese bread, myself. 

 Later that day: CSO trip!  Give Social Butterfly and Rachmaninoff's #1 fangirl Paloma 
money if you're going. 

 
Fill out that housing survey and if we get enough people, the house gets $100! (Last year we 
got like a B- in participation.) 
 
QUIZ BOWL!!!!!!!!!!!! Last year Maclean aalllmost made it to the semi-finals (5 points away!), 
if it weren't for a certain Hall Liu.  (Not that I'm bitter or anything.)  Email IHC Rep Zoe if 
you're interested.  (I, for one, am for the idea of choosing our own teams.) 
 
IM Sports Rep Izzy tells us that we keep getting our butts kicked at sports.  "Swag!"   
If you don't like balls, sign up for Euchre, Spades, Hearts or Chess.   
WIMP of the Week is Holly, who literally sacrificed life and limb for sports. 
 
Safety tip: there's been a recent rash of people being mugged on the 55 for their phones.  Be 
careful! 
 
It's really, really cold out. 
 
Personal beef: if you use the Math Hallway bathroom, and you pee in it, and you don't flush, 
you suck.  You better watch out, Piss Vandal. 
 
Bradly, 
Chelsea "I did Kuvia and all I got was strep throat" Leu 

 

 
 

Words, words, words, 1/13/13 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Jan 13, 2013 at 11:48 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Hey guys! 
 
Hope you all had a good winter break and a minimally painful first week.  Winter quarter is 
great, because we have a ton of events (FOGO, Oscar Party, etc.) to distract us from 

http://www.fogodechao.com/


encroaching cabin fever.  This also means that my emails will get correspondingly longer, so 
that's just too bad for you, isn't it? (I'm looking at you, Hall.) 
 
One way to spend your non-existent free time is to play pool on the newly-fixed pool 
tables.  President Stephen will play with you. 
 
Our laundry machines are out of whack.  Everyone spam Facilities with work 
orders!  Instructions follow: 
How to submit a work order: a cautionary tale by Angus Bllaxall [sic] 
1. Navigate to https://housenet.uchicago.edu/workorder/ 
2. Misspell cnet ID and password. 
3. Click the Work Orders button. 
3. Type in your complaint.  Use phrases like "strike plate" to convince Facilities that you're 
pretty darn serious. 
4. Click "Submit." 
5. Cry about broken door.  And broken heart.  
 
We'll get a House system survey emailed to us sometime soon.  Fill it out, and if we all fill it 
out, then we get a pizza party. 
 
Vice President Meaghan says sign up to make study breaks. 
 
Dining Hall Rep Ethan has, surprisingly, set up a suggestion box: 
teardownPierce@uchicago.edu.  Seems kind of moot at this point because the admin has 
already agreed to do that, but we can all appreciate the sentiment, can't we? 
 
Kitchen Czars Holly and John: the fridges had moldy stuff in them from break, but the valiant 
Paloma braved life and limb and threw it out.   
The Czars have decided that the best way to solve problems in the kitchen is to enact new 
policies, so here are two new policies: 
1. Put your name and the date on your food, otherwise Holly will ragequit it.  
2. Instead of paid kitchen cleaners, kitchen cleaning will be done on a volunteer 
basis.  Budding economist Thomas smirks.  John will lead weekly cleaning parties. Fun! 
 
Stuff happening next week: 
Wednesday, January 16th: At study break, Holly will sell your abandoned possessions of the 
utensil persuasion to others.  Bring cash. 
Also, Bartlett will be closed starting at 2pm for Steps to Success. 
Saturday, January 19th: First, it's the MLK Day of Service, so email Danielle (?) if you're so 
inclined. 
Second, Will wants to feed us.  He's leading a trip at 6pm that day to Devon, Indian 
neighborhood to the far north.  Email him if you are not Ben Call and you like curry.   
 
IM Sports Rep Izzy is super excited about new sports, because she likes kicking balls. New 
sports like the ever-thrilling broomball start next week.  See Izzy's email if you're 
interested.  WIMP of the Week is Denis, sponsored by Easy Mac™. 
 
Danielle has generously offered to write recommendation letters, but give her a few weeks' 
notice.   
 
Also, if you're a second or third-year interested in being an RA, you're required to attend an 
info session.   
 
If you've made it this far in my email, I admire your dedication.  As a final note, Kuvia starts 

https://housenet.uchicago.edu/workorder/
mailto:teardownPierce@uchicago.edu


tomorrow!  Matt Morales's surprisingly coherent plug for Kuvia is way more thorough than 
what I could come up with.  To me, Kuvia represents the essence of UChicago: extreme 
sleep deprivation, below-freezing temperatures, and free shirts!  And if you are going to Kuvia 
and you're reading this now, go sleep! 
(Also, get free hot chocolate and your free Class of 2016 mugs on Thursday evening!) 
 
Prolixly yours,  
Chelsea "Size matters" Leu 

 

 

Have a lickable finals week, 12/9/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Dec 9, 2012 at 9:36 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Since I have a final bright and early tomorrow at 8am, I can't spend two hours writing my 
weekly email tonight.  Instead, I'm taking a page out of Social Butterfly Paloma's book. (Yes, 
your Secretary has gotten lazy.  Sue me.) 
 
Kitchen Czar Holly says that if you don't claim your (plural noun) from the kitchen by 10pm 
tonight, she'll (terrifying yet ineffective threat).  (What do you think Kitchen Czars usually talk 
about, anyway?)  There will be an auction to buy (adjective) dishes at some point.  The 
kitchen will be closed Friday, so take your (borderline-edible noun) out of the fridges. 
 
Quinn is going to the Nutcracker on Thursday at the Joffrey Ballet downtown.  If you're 
(adjective), go!   
 
IM Sports Rep Izzy: Lots of winning, lots of championships.  Izzy crowns herself WIMP of the 
Week for (appropriately bombastic adjective) dodgeball playing.   
 
There will be study breaks every day for finals week!!  Tomorrow is banana splits.  Stephen 
says banana funny, just like (subtle reference to Beatles song). 
 
Also, you should all do the CD exchange that John sent out in an email, because CD 
exchanges are (enthusiastic adjective).  I may or may not put (link to song from My Little 
Pony) on mine. 
 
On Saturday, be out of Maclean by noon, or they'll charge you $50 an hour.  (Fairly obvious 
reference to Bible verse). 
(As you can tell, it was a very (non-committal adjective) house meeting.) 
 
 
It's been a (noun) serving as your Secretary this quarter, and I hope you've (verb ending in 
"ed") reading my emails as much as I've (verb ending in "ed") writing them. 
 
Good luck on finals tomorrow, and have a wonderful break, everyone! 
 
Chelsea "(shamelessly self-referential title)" Leu 

 

 



Tenth week plagues, 12/2/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Mon, Dec 3, 2012 at 1:28 AM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Only three more days of servitude, but it's going to take a miracle (or Moses) to lead me out 
of the desert that is this finals week.  South Dining seems to be suffering from a plague of 
fruit flies.  Shit just got biblical.  
 
In more secular news, Quinn and Karissa are leading that ice skating trip this Thursday, 
sometime after 12.  It's probably the closest you'll ever get to walking on water.  Look for 
Quinn's email.  
 
On Friday of reading period, we'll be having the gingerbread house competition at 7!  Sign up 
with Meaghan if you're interested.  A tip: don't build your house on sand or marshmallows--
choose something structurally stable, like rocks.   
The White Elephant Gift Exchange follows directly after, at 8!  Buy or find a cheap gift, the 
weirder the better (I hear frankincense and myrrh are pretty cheap nowadays).  Wrap the 
gifts, and we'll exchange them!   
 
As I said, South is unclean, but hopefully it will pass the next health inspection. (Rumor has it 
that the Kosher station was the only one unscathed.)  Pierce and Bartlett, somehow, scraped 
by, so they'll have extended hours--to midnight for Pierce and 10pm for Bartlett--for the 
foreseeable future.   
 
Will foments chaos by playing distracting videos of sacrificial lamb--I mean, goat noises. 
 
Our exodus is scheduled for Saturday, December 15.  We need to be out of here by noon, or 
Pharoah's going to charge us $50 an hour.   
Don't leave stuff that can fester.  Keep your radiators on!  And if you're going to order 
textbooks over break, send it to your house, not here.  
 
Quiet hours are continual through finals week!  Don't be a Philistine. 
 
For finals week, they're opening Pierce and South Dining as study spaces from midnight to 
5am, and they'll be providing coffee, tea, wine, wafers and manna.  
 
Aidan will be sending out a poll for shirt ideas. Make 'em good; I want to be arrayed like the 
lilies of the field. 
 
Trying to figure out a way to cross the Red Sea?  Sign up for shuttles at 
shuttles.uchicago.edu.   
 
Izzy tells us that we had a good week in sports.  Especially football--that other team might 
have won, but the meek shall inherit the earth.   
Will is also single-handedly responsible for earning the IM volleyball championship every 
single year, so we should come cheer our Goliath to their David.  Tres pulled off some 
amazing plays this week, but WIMP of the Week is Meaghan.  
 
Study break receipts--give them to Danielle, get money back!  It's easier than fitting a camel 
through the eye of a needle, that's for sure. 
 
In health news: it's apparently National Handwashing Awareness Week, and all I have to say 

http://shuttles.uchicago.edu/


about that is that I will judge not, lest I be judged.   
 
 
Good luck with finals, everyone!  Better start hitting the (good) books. 
 
Chelsea "Holier Than Thou" Leu 

 

 
 

 

Number nine, number nine, number nine..., 11/25/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Nov 25, 2012 at 11:00 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 
Bcc: Matt Lee <m.lee314@gmail.com> 

The end is nigh.  It won't be long now. 
 
 
This Thursday, we will quaff Jamba Juice from the cup of victory.  The Maroon Cup, to be 
exact.  We'll carry that weight from Ratner at a time to be determined by poll.   
 
During Friday of reading period, there will be a White Elephant gift exchange at 7pm.  Buy a 
cheap gift, steal someone else's cheap gift.  (This used to be the crappy gift exchange, but I 
guess we're not doing that anymore. I guess I bought my copies of Man's Body: An Owner's 
Manual for no one.)   
 
And Meaghan is organizing a gingerbread house making.competition, so tell her if you're 
interested.  You'll compete in teams of less than four people, so you can get by with a little 
help from your friends. 
 
Quinn and Karissa are going ice skating in Millennium Park Thursday of reading period!  I 
tend to go helter skelter on ice, so if you want to be a day tripper instead of studying, you 
won't see me.  
 
If you want a ticket to ride, Danielle has purchased Metra passes!  You can claim them if you 
tell Danielle who you're going with (at least three people, not just two of us) beforehand.   
 
Izzy reminds us that the Talent Show is next Saturday, December 1, at 5pm!  She said she 
said that even if you have no talent, first-years, you should still sign up!   
In sports: we won volleyball and dodgeball.  And I'm a loser, but Alexa Biresaw, our WIMP of 
the Week, certainly isn't! 
 
If you want to buy stuff from the Easy Mac convenience store, find Stephen, Izzy, Denis, 
De'Andre or Matt Morales. Apparently, a few people are buying a lot of ramen.  Remember, 
you can buy all the ramen you want, but you can't buy me love. 
 
You never give Will and Quinn your money.  Pay for service auction stuff, or they'll go 
taxman on your ass. 
 
 
Hello, goodbye, 



 
Chelsea "Everyone's Got Something To Hide Except Me and My Monkey" Leu 

 

 

I'm thankful for the two extra days to do homework, 
11/18/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Nov 18, 2012 at 11:18 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

The math hallway currently hates me for playing "Party in the USA" on repeat.  Really, really 
loudly.  At 1am.  Every day.  Hey, someone's got to do Matt Lee's job. 
 
 
President Stephen begins meeting by sitting next to a large, mysterious box.  What could it 
be?  After playing coy with us, Will reveals that it's our shiny, red, new Kitchen-Aid!  To gain 
the privilege of using this special device, go to the front desk and ask for the bowl and 
paddles ("with a project already in mind"), and clean it before you give it back.  The front desk 
ladies are going to have a field day with this one. 
 
The new Easy Mac convenience store will be opening soon!  It'll be housed in the little room 
next to the Assembly Room and if you have a desperate need for ramen or batteries, you can 
go find certain people (whose identities currently slip my mind, sorry) who'll let you buy 
them.  Sadly, you cannot make change for laundry.  
 
There is (continued) talk of bringing the Stressbusters during reading period!  If the idea of 
having a stranger give you a backrub appeals to you--well, you're in luck, I guess.  
 
Danielle tells us what's up with the dining halls during Thanksgiving, which I missed because 
I was distracted by something lame on the internet.  Sorry, Danielle!  Consulting the dining 
website yields the following information: on Wednesday night, Pierce and South are open, but 
not Bartlett (sorry Ethan!), Bartlett and Pierce are closed from Thursday to Saturday, and 
open again for dinner on Sunday at 4:30pm.  It's business as usual at South, except on 
Thanksgiving they'll have a special "feast" (the door rate is a mind-boggling $21, lord have 
mercy) from 11am-1:30pm.   
 
Next Friday the Hickmans may also lead a trip to the Loop!  You'll take a van, so (hopefully) 
you won't get trampled.  Also, you'll get to go to Christkindlmarkt, which has real 
Germans!  Actually, I was downtown today and it's basically Christmas there already.  
 
There will be Thanksgiving dinner in the Hickmans' apartment!  Come celebrate with your 
NEW family and (more importantly) fourteen whole pies!!   
 
If you have buddies in South, ask them if they can let fellow Macleaners stay in their rooms 
over winter break. 
 
Don't catch the plague. 
 
Who's ever looked at Will and Quinn and thought, hey, I could do that?  If you're a second-
year or older, think about whether you want to be an RA, though the process doesn't start 
until winter quarter.  I for one can barely take care of myself, much less 50+ stressed 
UChicago students. 



 
Miracle of miracles, our kitchen is kinda somewhat cleaner.  But apparently there's a giant 
coffee spill in the private fridge, which is gross. 
 
Izzy and former Macleaner Angela (who only lived here for two quarters, might I add) make 
another plug for the Talent Show!  It'll be on Saturday, December 1st, late in the 
afternoon.  Keep sending your talents to Izzy, especially you first-years!  We want to see you 
be talented!  Angela tells very original jokes to motivate us to sign up.  
 
IM Sports Rep Izzy is injured :(  This week, we lost dodgeball, but we're dominating at 
volleyball and kickball.  See Izzy's missive if you're interested in manly sports.  Holly tells the 
story of "filet mignon," which involves football players being meatheads.  WIMP of the Week 
is De'Andre, whose performance at this week's flag football game was so impressive that 
Will reenacts the amazing play through interpretive dance.  Thus, we beat Snell-
Hitchcock.  Eat it, Enrico Fermi.  
 
Service auction was a success!  We raised $740.  Tabby will do Will's hair, and I'm sure he'll 
look very pretty. 
 
That's it!  Safe travels if you're going home next week. 
 
Chelsea "This is My Jam" Leu 

 

 

In breaking news, midterm season hasn't ended yet, 
11/11/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Nov 11, 2012 at 11:32 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

I'm back from Canterlot!--I mean, Ohio.  Digging for fossils all day, partying all night.  My 
professor has hipper taste in music than I do. 
 
Anyway. 
 
Time schedules come out tomorrow morning!  (Karissa is, surprisingly, not the first to remind 
me this quarter.)  This might be the most exciting academic thing to happen to you this 
quarter--what better way to procrastinate on a paper than by browsing possible classes for 
next quarter?  Bidding starts eighth week. 
 
We are officially getting a Kitchen-Aid!  Democracy works (sometimes). 
 
Will reminds us that the service auction is next Saturday!  Look at the lists, add to them, buy 
services. (Some current great listings: Julian will let you see his super-secret lip-syncing 
video, starting price $100; Daniel will light his fist on fire and punch something, starting price 
$250; Bradly will be nice to you for a week, starting price $2--which just might be the biggest 
bargain in Hyde Park.)  Dinner will be provided at 6, it will be a formal affair (so wear your 
fanciest togs), and a real live auctioneer may or may not be there.  I hear he has experience 
auctioning off naming rights to potted plants, and people.   
 
This Wednesday, we'll have a special study break provided by the Student Wellness Office. If 
you like fresh produce or preparing your own food, you should go.  Also, why are you still in 

http://labs.echonest.com/Uploader/index.html?trid=TRWYIXL11C8A419FDE


housing. 
 
PSAC Rep Jenni reiterates that prospies are coming this Friday, so see her email for 
details.  Minimal interaction with prospies is, in fact, possible (apparently you can even host 
someone without ever seeing them.  This is not advised.)  We need more girls to host!  You 
can send prospie proxies to greet your prospie if you can't meet them yourself on Friday 
afternoon. 
 
Kitchen Czar John is, for some reason, really excited about telling us that the kitchen is 
always dirty.  John and Holly plan to collect all the dishes in the sinks at a set time every 
week (after House Meetings?), and you can pick them up in the Hickmans' apartment.  This, 
hopefully, will cut down on abandoned dishes.   
Social engineering time!  The kitchen is still a hot mess, and not in a sexy way.  Holly wanted 
public shaming, but they don't put people in the stocks anymore.  So our Kitchen Czars are 
hosting a contest: think of the best way to force people to clean their dishes (using peer 
pressure).  No, really.   
 
Continue to send talents to IM Sports Rep Izzy!  
And in sports news: we did lots and lots of winning this week, including an unofficial 
championship.  WIMP of the week is Will.  Beast. 
 
The shiny Maroon Cup has our friggin' name on it.  Nathan Hauke, IM Sports Putin, wants 
the trophy in Maclean, so we should go fetch it from Ratner with all appropriate pomp and 
circumstance.  Maybe we can work in a house trip to Jamba Juice. 
 
Lots of people are staying this year for Thanksgiving!  We'll be having our traditional 
Thanksgiving potluck, including a free-range turkey from a farm, killed upon request.  Also, 
there's an early dinner at South.  The Hickmans will be leading a trip downtown to 
Christkindlmarkt (a word with way too many consonants that loosely translates to "German 
Christmas market." No, I don't know any German.)  There may also be a movie 
marathon.  Email Danielle and Paloma with suggestions for fun stuff to do (karaoke???). 
 
Hunter announces through Alexa that The Who are in Chicago!!  Let him know if you want to 
go. 
 
Also, happy birthday to Brent! 
 
 
That's it for this week. 
 
-Chelsea "I went to Ohio and all I got was this lousy trilobite" Leu 

 

 
 



Everything is magical, especially House Meeting. 11/4/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Nov 4, 2012 at 11:29 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Dear My Little Ponies: 
 
Here's the most important announcement for this coming week: the My Little Pony: 
Friendship is Magic Season 3 premiere will be happening this Saturday, November 10 at 
10pm.   Unfortunately, I'll be off in Canterlot next weekend on royal business for my 
continuing studies in friendship (read: I'll be in Ohio digging up dead animals in rocks), so you 
guys'll have to carry on without me.  (Sneak peek: this was me after I got two midterms back 
on Friday.  Too real.) 
 
 
Okay, that's it for this week! 
 
Just kidding. 
 
Veep Meaghan makes an exciting announcement--because it's sixth week, we'll be getting 
extra study breaks this week!  (Extra study breaks during sixth week? Since when has the 
University cared about us this much?)  Anyway, there'll be one tomorrow (fondue!) and 
another on Thursday, in addition to our normal study break on Wednesday.   
 
Kitchen Czar John acknowledges that asking us to keep the kitchen clean is an exercise in 
futility, but he does it anyway.  He also puts forth the interesting conjecture that those who 
attend house meeting are less likely to make messes of the kitchen, presumably because of 
social conscience or whatever. 
 
Vote to get a Kitchen-Aid--it's a net good!  Even if you won't use it, possession of a Kitchen-
Aid is guaranteed to raise the level of baked goods in Maclean, so you still benefit. 
 
PSAC Rep Jenni announces that prospies will be coming next week!  If you're interested in 
hosting, let her know.  Hosting entails that you abandon your prospie at a frat party and let 
them stumble their way back to Maclean at 2am to sleep on your floor.  Alternatively, you can 
let them watch as you do homework in your room all day and cry.  
 
Will formally invites us all to the First Annual Hans Schmugelstaffen Memorial House Service 
Auction for Maclean House sponsored by Arley D. Cathey, PhD.  There will be prizes for 
whoever spends the most, free dinner on a Saturday, and hey, people are offering to perform 
services for you for money!  Definitely no alienation of labor here.  You can add to the 
services wishlist in the Google doc Will will surely send out.  It may or may not be black tie. 
 
We're thinking of opening a small convenience store in Maclean.  This is a fantastic idea, 
because it means I'll never have to leave Maclean again, and also when Snowpocalypse II: 
Now With More Climate Change happens, we won't have to rely on Pierce to send us boxes 
and boxes of nothing but tuna.  It'll be easier than stealing from the vending machine, and our 
prices will be cheaper than Bart Mart's, so you should all suggest things you want this store to 
sell.   
 
Izzy tells us that the Talent Show now has a date: Saturday, December 1st.  Send her your 
talents, or lack thereof, because we all want to laugh at--I mean, with you.  
For sports games and times, see Izzy's email!  Nelson and Nathan won badminton, and 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=ZP5cjRmRUJs#%21


WIMP of the Week is Karissa, who not only was a boss at dodgeball but also went out and 
won second in a figure-skating competition this weekend!  Woo! 
 
Your faithful housemate, 
 
Chelsea "THIS IS MY ROYAL CANTERLOT VOICE" Leu 

 

 

Hyperglycemia is pretty sweet, 10/28/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Oct 28, 2012 at 11:27 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 
Bcc: Matt Lee <m.lee314@gmail.com> 

I'm binging on candy corn like a champ. 
 
In lieu of house meeting, we have a Condom Czar presentation!  Consent and 
communication are good things.  No one knows what a hookup is, but whatever it is, don't do 
it with unconscious people, and apparently those lines on Solo cups actually mean 
something.  (Somewhat related: anyone else see that PBR truck next to the bookstore on 
Friday?)  One of the surprisingly chill things about UChicago is that if you actually get drunk 
enough to warrant a hospital visit, making sure you're okay is much more of a priority than 
disciplinary action.  The best statistic: 42.6% of UChicago students aren't having sex.  (Just 
kidding.)  You can get contraceptives and counseling services at Student Counseling Service 
which is located, by some beautiful coincidence, in the building between Alpha Del and the 
Calvert House. 
 
Back to your regularly scheduled programming. 
Social Butterfly Paloma reminds us that her Halloween party is this Friday (November 2), at 
7:30pm!  Show up in your best costumes, eat scrumptious baked goods made by Katie and 
Holly.   
IM Sports Rep Izzy wants us to keep thinking of talents we'd be okay with performing in front 
of all our peers.  And for the first time in like, ever, we didn't talk about sports at house 
meeting. Yep, you guys should have been there. 
Will wants to hold a service auction on the Saturday of seventh week (November 17), so 
think up any services you'd like to perform for your fellow housemates (anyone want to pay 
for snarky written commentary about your life or something?).  
 
Happy Halloween, and good luck on those papers (Homer is turning over in his grave right 
now). 
 
Chelsea "Matt Lee is My Homeboy" Leu 

 

 

Who has a midterm on Friday? I do., 10/21/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Oct 21, 2012 at 10:20 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Fourth week.  Midterm season is here. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Involuntary_celibacy


For the first time since my first year, we're bringing back house T-shirts!  If you have any witty 
slogans that will demonstrate our house pride without explicitly insulting the reader (jackass), 
email Aidan.   
 
IHC Rep Zoe reminds us that we have to win at tug-of-war this year at Homecoming!  (What 
football team?)  Yes, Saturday at 11am is early, but after that grossly unfair fiasco last year, 
we have to avenge ourselves.  Maclean doesn't let go of its grudges easily.  Plus, you get 
free stuff at Homecoming. 
Relatedly, there's a banner competition for Homecoming on Thursday from 7-9 -- help draw 
an awesome banner reppin' Maclean House, and win $1000 for the house.  If you can draw 
better than a five-year-old, you should go!  Ask Zoe for details. 
 
Exciting news: Danielle found us a shady karaoke bar in Chinatown we can take a house trip 
to!  Sal immediately knows which shady karaoke bar it is. 
Facilities again reminds us that fire escapes are not lounges, and will take the stuff you leave 
outside your door with impunity. 
Facilities also specifically requested that we remove Tiger Lady.  Maybe we can put her in 
the Murder Bathroom with all of the other stuff The Man has shut down. 
You'll be getting your fair share of Halloween horror next Sunday night, 6pm-7:30, when a 
small horde of up to ninety children will descend upon our halls and demand candy.  Except 
we're the only dorm who actually agreed to do this which is, well, kind of sad.   
 
Appropriately, President Stephen reminds us that the final presidential debate is tomorrow 
night at 8pm!  If you like watching the debates with constant rebuttals, obnoxious comments, 
and loud sighs whenever Mitt Romney abuses the moderator, head on up to the Assembly 
Room.  If you want to watch the debate in peace, go to the Hickmans' apartment.  Brent 
invites us all to flap our gums together in a discussion afterwards. 
 
Angela and Nelson, former Macleaners, are once again hosting their superb talent 
show.  Rustle up some talent in time for 8th or 9th week, guys, and then we can watch 
Angela and Nelson dance to K-pop. 
 
IM Sports Rep Izzy updates us on sports news: Football was rough today--show up, 
guys!  What else do you have to do on a Sunday morning, sleep?  We dominated 
volleyball.  Look for Wiffleball emails from Charlie.  An exhibition Frisbee game is in the 
works.  WIMP of the Week is Leelund, who is, in the words of his teammates, "clutch."   
 
Well Czar Alexa alerts us to the possibility of a Condom/Well Czar presentation at House 
Meeting next week.  After we sit through their presentation (maybe they'll bring that blue dildo 
again), we'll be able to get three kits, which now include stuff that isn't condoms.  If you're 
stressed, go get a stress kit; if you have a cold, get a cold kit; if you want to have safer sex, 
well, you know what to do. 
 
There was talk of the Stressbusters RSO paying us a visit and giving us all back rubs.  Back 
in my day, we had a Gomez for that. 
 
Final things: This wasn't actually mentioned in House Meeting, but next Friday evening is also 
the Family Weekend reception, which you can attend even if you have no family!  And 
Paloma wasn't here to talk about the Halloween party, but fill out that survey from her.   
 
 
As always, thanks for reading! 
 
-Chelsea "Not a Math Major" Leu 

 



 

Since when has second week been so hard?, 10/14/12 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Oct 14, 2012 at 10:47 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Newly elected President McHugh presides over house meeting tonight. 
 
Danielle starts us out on a serious note with a PSA about safety, because there was a 
mugging pretty close to Maclean.  She reminds us to follow basic safety tips when out and 
about: don't walk alone at night, stay on main, well-patrolled streets, don't listen to music/be 
alert, etc.  Stay safe, kids.  
Also, a PSA about alcoves and fire escapes: we can't set up camp 
chairs/tables/couches/beds in front of the fire escapes. Oh well.  
 
In lighter news, Quinn is leading lots of trips, to: Freud's Last Session (Saturday, Oct. 20, 
2pm), Perks of Being a Wallflower ($5, Saturday, Nov. 3), the Skyfall pre-premiere (!!) 
(Thursday, Nov. 8, 9pm).  If any of these strike your fancy, see Quinn.  There's also the 
"Wellapalooza" happening this Wednesday--free massages, flu shots, and PUPPIES!! on the 
Quad. 
 
Don't catch the UChicago plague!  Danielle has a kit thing she'll give to you if you're so sick 
you can't go to class. (Back in my day...) 
 
Paul is leading a bike trip next weekend to Blackstone Bikes at the ungodly hour of 8:40am 
on Saturday.  You'll eat breakfast at Bartlett, and Blackstone Bikes only accepts gold bars as 
payment.   
 
Will wants your phone numbers for emergencies.  If you want to find people who are missing, 
ask Will and co. for their phone number.  Don't, however, use this as a way to "mysteriously" 
get someone's number.   
 
Social Chair Paloma is planning a Halloween party again!  It will be, in her words, "super 
freaking awesome!"  There will be a costume competition!  She's still figuring out the date, but 
rest assured that it'll only be a couple hours so you'll be free later that night to, you know, do 
all that homework you have. 
 
Kitchen Czars Holly and John tell us about the public/private fridge.  The white one is the 
public fridge, the big industrial-looking gray one is the private fridge.  Label your food 
because that will deter thieves, but don't be a thief--that's not cool.  
On Saturday night, the kitchen was spotless.  Friday night?  Big mess.  Also, someone left a 
threat to our dear kitchen czars, (quote: WHERE ARE YOUR KITCHEN CZARS NOW??) 
and John's feelings are hurt.  Use of the kitchen is a privilege, not a right.  If you abuse it, 
Holly will take your abandoned bowls and make a profit off them. 
 
Izzy tells us that we lost to Wick House this morning (booo), Wednesday is when Wiffleball 
starts. WIMP of the Week is Kathleen, who managed to score a touchdown that I'm told was 
rather impressive.  I missed a lot of stuff, but I'm sure there will be emails, so watch out for 
those if you're so inclined. 
 
Meaghan has already beaten me to the punch by sending out an email about study 
breaks.  Make food for the house, get reimbursed! 
 



That's about it!  Thanks for reading. 
 
Chelsea "If missing, presume in Reg" Leu 

 

 

Help support Tocquevillian democracy! 

 
Chelsea Leu <cleu@uchicago.edu> Sun, Oct 7, 2012 at 11:03 PM 
To: maclean@lists.uchicago.edu 

Need help choosing who to vote for?  Below is a recap of what went down in House Meeting 
tonight: 
 
Birthday Czar: Katie doesn't feel well, so her promised cake was a lie.  Jenni manages to 
make Maclean sing "Happy Birthday," and she promises to scream at you and embarrass you 
on your birthday.  
 
PSAC Rep: Ben Call pulls a Clint Eastwood and talks to an invisible Kevin while Kevin 
watches. Awkward.  Lex recounts her psychologically scarring experience as a prospie in 
BJ.  Max Smith, we know you live in Hyde Park.  Jenni wants to spread the love, and Omar 
is living proof that we don't scare all our prospies away. 
 
Dining Hall Rep: Jenni and Maria both like to eat, but Maria also likes to complain.  John 
Loeber stands in for Ethan and delivers a scathing invective against the hell-hole we call 
Pierce.  Remember kids, don't eat where you poop.  Daniel's platform is composed entirely of 
bacon, despite the fact that it's not even kosher. 
 
Ombudsperson: Colin was such a great Ombudsperson last year that no one told him about 
any of their problems.  Max Smith is willing to argue on your behalf instead of against you, 
for a change.  Aidan promises to always be there for us, despite the fact that he's not actually 
here.  Alex Becker watches the Watchmen because he's better than Aidan. 
 
Movie Czar: Josh and Max Asaf discover they have surprisingly similar taste in movies. MC 
wants to up the class in Maclean by showing movies that only people who liked A Serbian 
Film would enjoy.  Matt Morales and the "Bro-tet" are epic sax guys. Thomas goes political 
by promising universal possession of spoons. 
 
IHC Rep: Angus wants Maclean off the map, but I'm not really sure.  He's such a great 
communicator that I had no idea what he said.  Thankfully, Zoe has more opinions than 
Angus. 
 
HARC Rep: Paul makes a pun, and only Nathan Hauke claps for him.  Nathan Vasquez 
makes an impassioned defense for Jesse Bronski, who is totally qualified for whatever 
HARC Reps do. 
 
Kitchen Czar: Katie likes to count and make food. Really, really good food. Julian promises 
to go OCD on the kitchen because he's spent his entire life preparing for this position.  Maria 
still likes food.  Holly threatens to strangle anyone who doesn't wash their dishes, and John 
Raihala hopes to repay us for the massive debt he single-handedly incurred on the kitchen. 
 
IM Minion: Mateo likes to win, and De’Andre invites us to look at his abs. Enough said. 
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IM Sports Rep: Karissa has a REALLY REALLY loud voice.  Henry and Izzy are married in 
the weird alternate universe where Henry is Obama.  Nathan Hauke is the Vladimir Putin of 
IM Sports.  Former IM Minion Izzy runs on the platform that IM Sports Rep is also the House 
Keeper of the Puns.  Holly likes to win.  Like a BOSS. 
 
Social Chair: Vote Nora for Social Chair, but actually vote Paloma for President.  Sal runs on 
the audacious platform that social life exists outside of Maclean. 
 
Secretary: (Vote me for secretary :D) 
 
Well Czar: According to Clay, there ain't no such thing as a free condom.  Shelby promises 
not to poke holes into your condoms.  Alexa's condom people would love if you could vote for 
her.  Wenis King Matt Morales wants to be the coxswain to guide us through the turbulence 
that is our lives (a river runs through it).  Jeff Wang wants to fulfill his destiny and bring great 
honor to his family name.  
 
Vice President: Meaghan strives for relevance in her campaign--she can walk a goat on a 
leash.  Holly thinks about school during the summer (?!), but she can make homemade pasta 
(hot damn).  Jack Nuelle doesn't use reverse psychology. 
 
President:  Karissa made the little cups go away. Four more years!. Stephen wants to make 
Maclean feel like home.  Paloma would make a geriatric Wenis King because she's lickable 
and tubular.  Matt Morales wants to crush the proletariat revolution, yo.  John Loeber wants 
to make very, very specific changes around here.  Thomas Lee is PSY's acoustic little 
brother.  Ayy, sexy lady! 
 
 
The choice is yours, Maclean.  Choose wisely.   
 
-Chelsea 

 

 


